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Happy New Year
From
The Weekly Challenger

Swearing-In
Ceremony Of
St. Petersburg’s
53rd Mayor

Making 2010
New Year’s Resolutions

“To recognize God as my
true employer. ‘With good will
doing service, as to the Lord,
and not to men.’ Ephesians 6:7”
~ Donza Drummond

“To be more obedient to the
will of God and learn how to
deal with complex issues that I
face on a daily basis. To be more
faithful in all areas of my life.”
~ Elder Clarence Welch

You are cordially invited to attend the
Swearing-In Ceremony of
St. Petersburg, Florida’s 53rd Mayor,

David W. “Bill” Foster

and Members of City Council
Jim Kennedy, District 2;
Leslie Curran, District 4;
Steve Kornell, District 5;
Karl Nurse, District 6;
Jeff Danner, District 7
Saturday, January 2, 2010, 12:00 Noon at
City Hall, 175 5th Street North,
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Reception immediately following in the
Community Resource Room

Please join Mayor Elect Bill Foster and Members of City
Council for a Special Worship Service on Saturday, January 2,
2010, 9:15 a.m. at Greater Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church, 1045 16th
Street South, St. Petersburg, FL Rev. Clarence Williams, Pastor.

“To be more charitable
towards people and more empathetic towards their plight. To be
thankful for what we have and
to help others who need help. I
hope my upcoming Malaria
project is successful. Just like
everyone says, I want to lose a
little weight. But most importantly, I want to make sure that
we look at other people’s plight
and be helpful to them when we
can. That's the biggest thing. I
also would like to spend more
time with my family and do
more activities to make myself
healthier. I'd like to spend more
time getting my garden together
and spend more time towards
my business.”
~ Earnest Williams
“I would like to increase the
membership of the Dr. Carter G.

Donza Drummond

Tacilya Grant

Denise Curry

Wo o d s o n M u s e u m b y 5 0 0
members. Support is very
important. It's such a wonderful
aspect of our community and its a
shame to not take advantage of it.”
~ Terri Scott
“I'm hoping for prosperity
and happiness for my son and I

Elder Clarence Welch

Earnest Williams

Ryan Cainion Alyshia Greene Courtney Poole Eric Bradbury

plan on achieving that by
increasing my family activities.
I also plan on getting back into
neuro-kinethestic activities.”
~ Tacilya Grant

“I want to have a closer
walk with God and to put God
first and put myself second. If

there's something that I want,
I'm getting it instead of putting
myself last.”
~ Denise Curry
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BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
NNPA EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

WASHINGTON (NNPA) It was in 1903, the birth of the
20th Century, when W.E.B. Du
Bois wrote in his book, “The
Souls of Black Folk” the
statement that has become
prophetic: “…for the problem
of the Twentieth Century is the
problem of the color-line.”
In that treatise, he set forth
to illustrate for the reader “the
strange meaning of being black
here in the dawning of the
Twentieth Century.”
Despite the fact that 107
years later, America enters a
new decade this week facing at
least three more years of the
first administration of an
African-American president,
one of the nation’s premier

organizations for black progress
has declared essentially the
same reality about race in 2010:
“By e l e c t i n g a n A f r i c a n American to be President, some
politicians, judges, and media
pundits have asserted that
America has now officially
overcome racism and that the
work of the Civil Rights
Movement is completed,”
begins a report released recently
by the NAACP Legal Defense
and Education Fund.
Then it declares:
“Notwithstanding, the election
of President Obama, the severe
challenges facing AfricanAmericans remains daunting.
Racial minorities in the United
States continue to suffer from
deplorable public schools,
chronic unemployment, substandard housing and health-

care, intense residential segregation, and striking rates of
over-incarceration. Clearly, discrimination has not been eliminated, as some contend; rather,
it remains an integral
component of complex and
enduring social and political
systems that promote racial
inequality.”
The strikingly frank report
debunks the myth of the socalled “post racial” era outlining
how “Nationally, 95 percent of
blacks voted for President
Obama, but only 43 percent of
whites voted for him. Whites
were the only racial group that
did not cast a majority of their
votes for President Obama.”
It stresses further, “Only 10, 11,
and 14 percent of white voters
in Alabama, Mississippi, and
Louisiana, respectively (three

battleground states for desegregation and voting rights in the
1960s) pulled the lever for
President Obama.”
The NAACP-LDF report is
titled “Post-Racial” America?
Not Yet: Why the Fight For
Voting Rights Continues After
the Election of President Barack
Obama”.
A new decade ushers in a
new census headcount of
Americans, which means battles
in communities and states
around the nation over redistricting of political lines –
according to racial proportions as a part of the continuing
mandates of the Voting Rights
Act of 1965.
“With voting as its focus,
this report confronts the
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We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

The Politics Of Credit For Health Care Reform
BY RON WALTERS
NNPA COLUMNIST

(NNPA) - Afew weeks
from now, lots of people will be
trying to assess the one year anniversary of the performance of President
Barack Obama and I wonder in that
picture where will be his victory in
getting a health care bill passed. I say
“his victory” because whether or not
others – even in his own party –
consider it a victory, it will give his
administration a concrete accomplishment to stand on that
Republicans have been trying to
prevent. I also think that even those in
the Democratic Party who are not
crazy about this attempt at health care
reform will tout it because it will give
those who are running for re-election
some currency to run on and try to
keep their number up in the 2010
elections.
Nevertheless, it will be tantalizing to know whether the narrative
will favor Barack Obama’s leadership strategy as having been successful. Remember, he decided not to
commit Bill Clinton’s mistake and
present to the Congress – and the
American people – a 2,000 page
detailed health care bill of his own;
rather he decided to lay out the

general principles he wanted and let
the Congress take the lead in fashioning the details. His role, then, was to
move the debate along by occasionally intervening to remind the
country of the principles he was
fighting for acting and essentially act
as a cheer-leader at points in the legislative process.
That strategy carried a substantial risk because at times he was criticized for not leading, and thus not
being seen wrestling with the details
of the issues that came forth in the
debates. The result was that since the
House was far more disciplined
Speaker Nancy Pelosi passed a bill
over Republican objections and the
drama then, shifted to the Senate
where folks like Democratic Senator
Ben Nelson and Independent Joe
Lieberman held up the works,
demanding to include or exclude
things from the legislation in
exchange for their votes.
Mea nw h i l e, Harry R ei d ,
Democratic Leader in the Senate, has
emerged as something of a hero in
resolving the issues raised by
Lieberman, Nelson, and others in his
negotiations that have given
Democrats sixty votes to pass the bill.
At least, at this point, there are sixty
votes for cloture, whether there will

be sixty votes to finally pass the bill
remains to be seen. Some other
Senators may hold up passage of the
bill – and therefore, the process – in
exchange for inserting their issues to
get their votes on final passage.
Nevertheless, because of the negotiations to satisfy conservative
Democrats the Senate bill has
become the “gold standard” and will
be favored the House/Senate conference that emerges with the House.
The House bill bears the stamp
of Speaker Nancy Pelosi and the
Senate bill is the Reid Bill. The
question is whether bill that emerges
from the House/Senate Conference
will be the Obama Bill. If his strategy
is to have a result that factors him into
the picture as a leader and as one
largely responsible for the resulting
legislation, he will have to play a
stronger role in the Conference.
Otherwise, the credit for the bill’s
passage will probably go to Harry
Reid. Obama may be satisfied with
that for now because Reid is in a
close Senate race in Nevada, but he
will obviously point with pride to it
as a major and historic accomplishment of his administration as he
moves toward his own re-election in
2012.
The President’s poll numbers

have been moving down as the year
closes and his one year anniversary
comes into view. But his personal
favorable numbers remains adequate
at 50 percent on a recent Washington
Post/ABCNew Poll and 47 percent in
a Wall Street Journal/NYTimes Poll.
I am somewhat relaxed about the
polls showing declining numbers for
health care because they are mostly
symbolic of the heavy toll that unemployment and continuing economic
instability has taken on the American
people and that most people don’t
know what is in the health care bill
and how it will help them yet. They
are listening to the confused media
criticism of Obama that doesn’t paint
a positive picture of the process.
As an example, the Wall Street
Journal poll showed that respondents
had a higher opinion (41 percent) of
the Tea Party people than Democrats.
Except that Rachel Maddow of
MSNBC found out that nearly 75
percent of those folks took most of
their news from FOX TV. So, that
isn’t exactly a general picture of the
views of the American people.
To move his numbers up,
President Obama will have to jump
do w n i n t o t h e w e e d s o f t h e
Conference, be seen shaping the
result, and the claim victory.

Powerful Special Interests
Should Not Trump Children’s Health Needs
BY MARIAN WRIGHT
EDELMAN
NNPA COLUMNIST

(NNPA) - A theologian friend
shared the story of taking her car to a
Jiffy Lube for servicing. Not having
anything to read, she picked up a
manual on the coffee table about
boating. A chapter on the rules for
what happens when boats encounter
one another on the open sea
described two kinds of craft:
burdened and privileged. The craft
with power that can accelerate and
push its way through the waves,
change direction, and stop on
demand is the burdened one. The
craft dependent on the forces of
nature, wind, tide, and human effort
to keep going is the privileged craft.
Since powerful boats can make their
way forward under their own power,
they are burdened with responsibility
to give the right of way to the
powerless or privileged vessels
dependent on the vagaries of the tide,
wind, and weather. "Who wrote this
thing?" she asked. "Billy Graham?
Mother Teresa? What’s going on in
our land when the New Jersey State
Department of Transportation knows
that the powerful must give way if
the powerless are to make safe
harbor and the government of the
United States and the Church of
Jesus Christ and other people of God

are having trouble with the concept?"
In the current debate on national
health reform that’s exactly what is
happening. The very fragile boat of
children has been submerged and
buffeted in our political process,
huge waves and the wake of the
burdened boats – powerful insurance
and drug companies and lobbyists
for other wealthy organized constituencies who make big campaign
contributions and can mount a strong
constituent voice of voters. The controversy-seeking media has ignored
the huge looming injustice from the
proposed abolition of the successful
and cost effective Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP), enacted
in 1997 with the bipartisan leadership of Senators Ted Kennedy and
Orrin Hatch, in the House bill and its
weakening in the Senate Finance
Committee bill. That millions of
children will be worse off if CHIP is
abolished or weakened has been
drowned out by the strident Tea
Party, anti-immigrant and abortion
foes.
The invisibility of children
means up to 10 million children may
have the most to lose from national
health reform. Unlike seniors
and ve te ra n s , t h e Ho u s e o f
Representatives requires children to
give up CHIP, a federal program that
works, in 2013 and go immediately
into an untested, more costly health

insurance exchange driven by
insurance companies. Children will
lack the cost sharing and benefit protections they have now in CHIP and
Medicaid forcing their parents to pay
more for less. And research shows
that even the smallest premiums and
co-pays can be an impediment to
getting children in low income
families timely health care. The
proposed weakening of CHIP will
result in fewer children getting health
coverage and more relying on
costlier emergency hospitalizations
with states and localities and
taxpayers having to pay the tab.
The solution: Keep CHIP until
2019 as Senator Jay Rockefeller
(WV) proposed and the Senate
Finance Committee voted to do, until
we can determine whether the
untested and costlier exchange is a
safe and better place for children.
Equally important is funding and
improving CHIP until 2019 as
Senator Bob Casey (PA) has
proposed. The Casey Amendment
would guarantee CHIP coverage for
children in families up to 250 percent
of the federal poverty level ($55,120
for a family of four), establishing a
minimal national health safety net
for children wherever they live that
ensures them the same comprehensive benefits Medicaid eligible
children get. Senator Casey also
would simplify state bureaucracies

The Weekly Challenger

that now deny more than two out of
three of the currently uninsured
children who are eligible for CHIP
and Medicaid urgently needed health
coverage. States also would get a
greatly increased federal match to
help ensure children health coverage.
A new joint poll by Lake
Research and Hart Associates shows
the American people strongly oppose
the abolition of CHIP and strongly
support the child health reforms in
the Casey Amendment which is now
co-sponsored by Senators Durbin
(IL), Schumer and Gillibrand (NY),
Whitehouse and Reed (RI),
Klobuchar and Franken (MN),
Boxer (CA), and Akaka (HI). Our
leaders should listen to their people.
As it now appears there may be no
more amendments on the Senate
floor, it is imperative that the Casey
Amendment provisions be included
in the Manager’s Amendment and in
final health reform legislation.
If there is one thing our rich
nation, which claims to believe that
every individual deserves a fair
playing field, should be able to agree
on is that children, the most privileged in God’s kingdom, as every
major faith affirms, should be
protected. In this holy season how
could political leaders ignore this
responsibility and leave millions of
children worse off after health
reform than they are today?
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Internet Can
Teach Your Kids In Ways
Most Schools Can’t

(StatePoint) Over the past
years, many of the nation's
schools have been severely
hamstrung. Massive federal
and state budget cuts have
made vital education resources
hard to come by in the
classroom.
But in an odd twist of fate,
ma n y of today's students
already may be equipped to
d e a l w ith this educa tion
shortfall.
Today's students facing the
schooling budget crisis happen
to be the most tech-savvy generation in history. With the
Internet constantly changing
the way students learn and
interact, there are a number of
ways in which going online
may actually prepare young
people for the real world -- in
ways that many schools can't
replicate.
By focusing on characterbuilding offerings, today's
children are becoming more
adept at dealing with realworld issues they soon will
face in the workplace.
It's Who You Know
Many parents and teachers
have worked hard to impress
upon young people the importance of networking. But what
used to be a trusty Rolodex
now takes the form of online
social networking on sites like
Facebook and MySpace. And
considering that more
children, including 38 percent
between ages 12 and 14, are

getting involved with these
social networks to interact
with old friends while making
new ones, the future workforce
should be flooded with online
profiles and connections.
Online Education
Even at schools not experiencing budget crunches, there
are areas of study that aren't
provided, especially when it
comes to computers, software,
and technology. Online classes
can bridge that gap by offering
engaging technology training
programs to students no matter
where they live. One such
concern, Giant Campus
Academy (www.giantcampusacademy.com), is offering
online classes taught by
experts in subjects like game
design, 3D modeling, digital
photography and graphics,
web design, programming,
entrepreneurship, and other
highly-competitive fields.
Courses a re c o n v en i en t l y
scheduled with school
calendars with enrollment for
the latest courses closing on
February 17th.
And teens who are interested in specific careers can
follow online career mapping
guides to start l earn i n g
necessary skills.
See the World
While some schools can't
even afford a field trip to the
local plastics factory, young
people now have opportunities
to pay virtual visits to some of

the world's foremost cultural
centers. Museums ranging
from the Louvre to the
American Museum of Natural
History offer online tours of
their exhibits. It might not be
the same as visiting in person,
but it's a great way to start
learning about culture and
history.
"Although the Internet is
frequently used for non-educational reasons, it's obvious it
also can help students learn
critical skills outside the
classroom and beyond the curriculum variety most schools
offer. You just need to know
what to look for," says Pete
Findley, CEO of Giant
Campus.
Overall, parents are disappointed with the technology
skills being taught in schools,
according to new research by
the nonprofit Project
Tomorrow and Blackboard
Inc. According to survey data,
just one-third of parents and 40
percent of children in grades
six through 12 believe schools
are doing a good job of
preparing students for the 21st
century. That's where online
courses and camps can help.
"Students aren't getting
technology training they need
in school due to budget cuts
and lack of expertise, so
they're turning elsewhere for
the tools needed for 21st
century preparedness,"
stresses Findley.

Castor Secures $10 Million
For USF, Moffitt, University
Community Hospital,
MacDill Air Force Base

TA M PA - T h e U . S .
Congress passed a defense
appropriations bill that includes
almost $10 million in investments that Congressman Kathy
Castor secured for the Tampa
Bay area, including for the
University of South Florida and
the H. Lee Moffitt Cancer
Center and Research Institute.
The investments will improve
the health and well-being of our
troops while supporting goodpaying jobs in the health care
and research sectors.
Castor secured almost $1.8
million for a crucial research
initiative at the University of
South Florida. Researchers are
focusing on developing new
treatments for patients suffering
from traumatic brain injuries
and improving their quality of
life.
“Our brave men and women
in uniform and their families are
working so hard to keep our
country safe. Through the years,
I have visited with brave
veterans at Haley VA who are

recovering from traumatic brain
injuries,” Castor said. “We need
to continue to support them, and
Moffitt and USF, two major
ec o n o m i c e n g i n e s i n o u r
community, have the tools to do
that.”
Ca s t o r a l s o s e c u r e d $ 6
mi l l i o n f o r t h e N a t i o n a l
Functional Genomics Center at
the H. Lee Moffitt Cancer
Center & Research Institute.
The genomics center works to
find ways to detect and treat
cancer in its earliest stages and
to develop new drug therapies
and diagnostic tests. This
Department of Defense initiative is especially important in
Florida because the state has
one of the highest incidences of
cancer in the country, and to our
troops because they are unfortunately hard hit by cancer. One
study has identified more than
400,000 cases of cancer in the
Department of Defense.
“Cancer is one of the
leading causes of death in our
country, and investing in this

cutting-edge research at Moffitt
is very important for our
community,” Castor said. “Our
men and women in uniform and
our families are depending on
initiatives such as this to treat
this disease.”
Castor is also pleased to
announce that the Defense
Appropriations bill includes
$8 0 0 , 0 0 0 f o r U n i v e r s i t y
Community Hospital’s effort to
study coronary artery disease in
military personnel. Castor
pushed for this funding because
this work promises to improve
the health care of our troops and
civilians.
Also included in the bill is
$800,000 for the MacDill Air
Force Base Online Training initiative.
During her first term, Castor
served on the House Armed
Se r v i c e s C o m m i t t e e . S h e
remains deeply committed to
MacDill Air Force Base, which
is in her district.

We Welcome Your
Letters To The Editor

DIMMITT
CADILLAC

2010 Cadillac CTS
Lease at 48 months

The National Council
of Negro Women, Inc.
24th Annual
Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.
Leadership Breakfast

12K Year M.S.R.P. $39,105.00
$359.00 plus tax $3,495.00 down
plus start up costs. Call for details.

Theme:
Remember!
Celebrate! Act!
A Day On,
Not A Day Off !!

Speaker: Dr. Crystal Kuykendall
“Educator, Attorney, Human Relations
Expert and Powerful Presenter”
Vincent Dolan, President/CEO
Progress Energy, Florida
Honorary Chair
Monday, January 18, 2010
St. Petersburg Coliseum
535 Fourth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL
7:30 A.M.

Call Mike Hughes
at

727-450-7446

Tickets: $25.00 per person,
may be purchased at
The Weekly Challenger newspaper or
Deanie K’s Beauty Salon (Mon.-Fri.),
2500 Dr. MLK, Jr. St. S., St. Petersburg or by
Email: ncnwstpete@yahoo.com (Sponsorship
Opportunities are available).
For Additional Information Contact:
Dianne Speights,
The National Council of Negro Women, Inc.
St.Petersburg Metropolitan Section
727-896-2922 or 727-403-0144
Email: ncnwstpete@yahoo.com
Mary H. Clowers, Chair
Thomas Whitlock, Co-Chair
Signora Farris, President

ON JANUARY 18, 2010 ST.PETERSBURG WILL CELEBRATE
THE NATIONAL HOLIDAY HONORING
DR. KING’S LEGACY OF TOLERANCE, PEACE, AND EQUALITY.
CO-SPONSORED BY CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG

Includes all rebates and incentives.
With qualifying G.M.A.C.
lease due by 03/31/2010.

Dimmitt Cadillac
25191 U.S. Hwy. 19
Clearwater, FL 33763
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Clerk To Perform Group
Wedding Ceremony On
Valentine’s Day In One Of The
County’s Most Romantic Spots

CLEA RWATER – Onc e
again, numerous couples will join
together at the picturesque Florida
Botanical Gardens in Largo for
one group wedding ceremony to
be performed by Clerk of the
Circuit Court, Ken Burke, on
Va l e ntine’s Day, S unda y,
February 14, 2010, the Clerk’s
Office announced today.
This is the fourth year the
Clerk’s Office is hosting this
event, which has become a
County tradition. The Clerk’s
Office is officially closed on
Sundays, but romance doesn’t
take time off, so Burke decided to
still hold the event. Once again the
single ceremony uniting multiple
couples in marriage will be held in
the Florida Botanical Gardens’
Wedding Garden.
“The 40 couples who simultaneously exchanged vows in the

COLOR-LINE

continued from front page

growing myth that President
Obama’s election ushered
America into a ‘post-racial’ era
by examining two recent developments in the area of race and
politics.”
It examines and concludes
that the Preclearance Clause of
Section 5 of the Voting Rights
Act, which requires review of
any voting changes in nine
states is still totally necessary. It

one marriage ceremony last year
adored the idealistic wedding
setting, said Burke. The sculptures, mosaic artwork, topiary and
rose gardens come together to
create a breathtaking setting
nestled right in the heart of
Pinellas County.”
The Clerk has waived the
normal $30 fee to perform the
marriage. Standard marriage
license fees will still apply. To participate, couples must sign up at
any Pinellas County Clerk’s office
by Monday, February 8, 2010.
The number of couples may
be limited due to space. Marriage
licenses must be applied for
between December 21, 2009, and
February 11, 2010, in order to participate on the February 14, 2010,
wedding date.
The one ceremony will take
place at 2 p.m. in the Wedding

Garden at Florida Botanical
Gardens, 12520 Ulmerton Road,
Largo, FL 33774. Couples will
receive a special, commemorative
Marriage Certificate, which will
be mailed within one week from
the date of the ceremony with the
official certificate of marriage. All
couples should arrive at the
Botanical Gardens by 1 p.m. on
the day of the event with their
marriage license and identification.
Fo r m o re i n fo rm at i o n
regarding the process and
locations to apply for a marriage
license, contact Recording
Services at 727- 464-3008, or visit
t h e C l e r k ’s w e b s i t e a t
http://www.mypinellasclerk.org.
For more information about the
Wedding Garden and/or the
Florida Botanical Gardens visit
http://www.flbg.org.

also
“demonstrates
how
President Obama’s victory
provides evidence of great
progress, while also illustrating
the ongoing salience of race in
American democracy.”
While the report mostly
argues that “ongoing voting discrimination clearly demonstrates the continuing need for
meaningful voting rights protections,” it also opens the door
for a total overview of race
issues in America and how they
have either not been impacted

or impacted little by the Obama
election.
In addition to what was
listed in the NAACP-LDF
report, violent crime is still
pervasive in black neighborhoods, largely stemming from
socio-economic strife that is
racially disparate; death rates
due to diseases, including
cancer, HIV/AIDS and other
infectious diseases – even the
new H1N1 virus - are largely
because of racially disparate circumstances; the impact of

Over 60?
Extend Your Body's Warranty

(StatePoint) Many experts
have shared their conclusions
about how cable television and
the Internet have kept countless
Americans on their behinds for
longer periods of time. Ironically,
while all this has been going on,
scientists have been discovering
the most about health and
exercise -- and how staying active
can ward off a range of illnesses
as we age.
What it comes down to is
this: there are fewer and fewer
excuses for letting your body run
its course without exercise. For
seniors, in particular, exercise has
been linked to reduced risk for
such ailments as prostate cancer,
osteoporosis, heart disease and
stroke, among others.
There has been much new
research on the topic, with all
signs pointing seniors to the
exercise mat and away from the
couch.
Indeed, with one out of six
men confronting prostate cancer
at some point in life, the Prostate
natural disasters, according to a
recent report, falls more heavily
on blacks and other racial
minorities; plus there are all of
the atrocities that came with the
economic crisis – including the
15 percent unemployment rate,
which is nearly twice that of
white America.
In mid-January, Americans
of all races will reflect on the
first year of the Obama
Administration and will predict
his election and inauguration to
likely be the single most politi-

Cancer Foundation recently
released a new "Nutrition,
Exercise, and Prostate Cancer"
guide, a series of new strategies
that help stem the development
and progression of prostate
cancer. Visit www.pcf.org to
order or download a free copy of
the guide. The key is combining
exercise with a diet rich in fruits
and vegetables and low in
processed sugars and refined carbohydrates.
A new study from Dr.
Stephen Freedland at Duke and
the Durham Veterans Affairs
Hospital also underscores the
impact regular exercise has in
protecting men from prostate
cancer, while also making the
disease less aggressive.
More than anything else, the
combination of diet and exercise
looks to be a strong pre-emptive
step against many ailments.
With breast cancer a similarly
daunting disease among women,
healthy options unsurprisingly
have been linked to lifestyle, par-

cally significant event of the
21st Century.
Bu t , t h e N A A C P - L D F
report concludes, “Indeed, no
single event could both remedy
the vestiges of four centuries of
unrelenting racial discrimination in the United States and
render unnecessary the critical
civil rights laws that have been
in place for only four decades of
that
scarred
history…The
pr o p o s i t i o n t h a t P r e s i d e n t
Obama’s victory is evidence of
a ‘post-racial’ society with no

ticularly exercise and nutrition.
With as little as four hours of
exercise a week and a low-fat
diet, the risk of breast cancer can
be lessened. Abstaining from
drinking alcohol has also been
shown to decrease the risk of
breast cancer.
And there are plenty of
ailments that plague both older
men and women that can be
helped by exercise. Among them
is osteoporosis, which affects the
bone density of people as they
age. By focusing on exercises that
have a direct impact on the
skeleton, like basketball or
jumping jacks, the symptoms of
osteoporosis can be avoided.
New research also shows it's
never too late for seniors to
become active. Even those
afflicted with Type 2 diabetes can
help turn things around with an
exercise regimen. And it's wellknown that exercise can help
strengthen arteries and potentially
reduce the risk of heart attacks
and strokes.

vestiges of racial inequality is a
dangerous one that both
demands repudiation and highlights the continuing need for
vigilant civil rights advocacy.”
It continues, “In the dawn of
a new era, the challenge lies
in reconciling two truths
embodied by President
Obama’s election: in the context
of race relations in America, a
great deal has changed; but to
achieve full equality, a great
deal of work still lies ahead.”

Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars
Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida
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COMMUNITY NEWS
St. Petersburg Business Assistance
Center’s Business Training Schedule
ST. PETERSBURG - The
St . P eter s burg Business
Assistance Center (BAC) offers
free business training and counse l i n g s es s ions to a ssist
emerging and existing small
businesses with business development. We are located at 440
2nd Avenue North. For further
information, call (727) 8937146 or visit our website at
http://www.stpete.org/bac.
Our Business Resource
Center, located within the
Business Assistance Center, has
computers equipped with
business software and Internet
access, interactive videos, and
an extensive business reference
library for business research
and planning. Business Plan
Pro Software is available at the
Business Assistance Center!
Have you been putting off the
writing of your Business Plan
because the task just seems too
complicated? Bring your flash
drive to the BAC, and start your
plan today! We are here to
assist. Visit the BAC’s Business
Resource Center and develop
your business plan on software
that offers:
Over 500 business plan
templates, with a model to suit
your needs. Topics include, but
are certainly not limited to,
retail and online businesses,
non-profits, restaurants, day
cares, personal services and
much, much more!!! An easy
step-by-step process* Built-in
market research data*; BAC
Training Schedule – 2;

Powerful forecasting t o o l s * ;
S B A - a p p r o v e d
document format*
Also….receive a Business
Plan Review by business counselors at the BAC! Visit the
Business Assistance Center
today or call for an appointment with a counselor, 727893-7146. The schedule for the
month of January 2010 is as
follows: We are open Monday
through Friday, January 4 –
January 30, 2010, from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m.
We will be closed on
Friday, January 1, 2010, for
New Year’s Day; and Monday,
Janua ry 18, 2 0 1 0 , fo r t h e
Martin Luther King Birthday
Celebration.
Busine ss Co u n s el i n g
sessions by:
SCORE “Counselors to
America’s Small Business”Tuesdays, January 5, 12, 19,
and 26; 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; and,
Thursday, January 14, and 28;
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Florida Small Business
Development Center at USF Wednesdays, January 6, 13, 20,
and 27; 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. To
register or for further information, call (727) 8937146.
Business Workshops:
• Financing Your Business
Lunc h & L earn s es s i o n
provided by the Tampa Bay
Black Business Investment,
Corp. and the Small Business
Administration (SBA);
Tuesday, January 5, AND
Tuesday, January 19, 2010; 1 to

2 p.m. To register or for further
information,
call
(727)
8937146.
• Introduction to Business
Startup workshop by Florida
Small Business Development
Center at USF; Wednesday,
January 6, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. To
register or for further information, call (727) 8937146.
• How to do Business with
the City of St. Petersburg
workshop by City of
St . P et ers b u rg P u rch as i n g
Department; Thursday, January
7, 2 to 4 p.m. To register or for
further information, call (727)
893-7146.
• BAC Training Schedule –
3 Website Series – Pt. 1/ Basics
of Search Engine Optimization
(SEO) (note pre-requisites)
workshop by the Business
Assistance Center/Cost - $20,
payable to SCORE Chapter
115; Tuesday, January 12, 6 to
8 p.m. To register or for further
information,
call
(727)
8937146.
• How to Write a Business
Plan workshop by Florida
Small Business Development
Center at USF; Wednesday,
January 13, 6 to 8 p.m. To
register or for further information, call (727) 893-146.
• SBA Programs and
Services/Recovery Act
Stimulus - Access to Capital
workshop by the Small
Bu s i n es s Ad m i n i s t rat i o n
(SBA); Thursday, January 14, 6
to 8 p.m. To register, or for
further information, call (727)

893-7146.
• City of St. Petersburg
Business Incentives workshop
by the City of St. Petersburg’s
Economic Development
Dep a r t m e n t ; We d n e s d a y,
January 20, 2 to 3p.m. To
register or for further information, call (727) 893-7146.
• How to do Business with
Pinellas County workshop by
Pinellas County Purchasing
Department; Thursday, January
21, 2 to 4 p.m. To register or for
further information, call (727)
893-7146.
• 10 Steps to Start a
Successful Small Business
workshop by SCORE;
Thursday, January 21, 6 to 8
p.m. To register or for further
information, call (727) 8937146.
• Effective Use of
Computers in Small Business
wo r k s h o p s p o n s o r e d b y
SCORE “Counselors to
America’s Small Business”;
Monday, January 25, 6 to 8
p.m. To register or for further
information, call (727) 8937146.
• Basics of Bonding-Part 1
workshop presented by a
bonding professional; Tuesday,
January 26, 6 to 8 p.m. To
register or for further information, call (727) 893-7146.
• QuickBooks Basics – Part
2 workshop by SCORE;
Thursday, January 28, 6 to 8
p.m. To register or for further
information, call (727)
8937146.

WWW.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGER.COM
BUSINESS DIRECTORY
ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD

Through Dec. 31 - Holiday Lights and Giant Greeting Card
Display, N. Straub Park, Downtown St. Petersburg. Nightly.
Sounds of the Season at The Pier, 800 2nd Ave. N.E. A
variety of musical and holiday entertainment activities
throughout December.
Friday, January 1 - Kwanzaa Celebration - Imani, Enoch
Davis Center, 1111 18th Ave. S. 6 to 9 p.m. The African
American Arts Council, Inc. will co-sponsor the seventh
principle of Imani (Faith). Come celebrate all the principles
and start the year off positively. Public is welcomed and
asked to bring a covered dish to share. 727-893-7159 or
727-820-0240.

Friday, January 1 - NAACP St. Petersburg Branch
presents Emancipation Proclamation Celebration. Theme:
“Continuing Our Legacy: Bold Dreams, Speak Victories”,
10:00 a.m. at Bethel Community Baptist Church, 2901 54th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg. Rev. Dr. Manuel Sykes, Host
Pastor.
Sunday, Jan. 3 - Music Fest on the Water Music Series, 1
to 4 p.m. Bobby Summers, jazz, R&B and more at The Pier,
www.stpetepier.com.

Sunday, Jan. 3 - Green Market and Street Fair, 24th to
26th St. on Central Ave. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. www.grandcentraldistrict.org

Through Jan. 3 - Christmas Lights Display, 100,000 lights
on nearly a half acre of land, every night from 6-10, at 2719
Oakdale St. S., St. Petersburg. Map available at christmasdisplay.org or call 727-896-6500 for information.

COMPANION PLANS

Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS

COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to
the beneficiary.

St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlawfirm.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

Hair-it-iz

Natural & Chemical
Loc’s, Twist, Braids, Sisterlocks®

Appointments Only
1001B 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727-743-4239
www.Hairitizsalon.com

CALL LARRY

before an auto accident to make sure you and
your family get paid for injuries. We make
sure you have the best coverages so you don’t
have to ask the other guy.

Larry E. Walker, Agent

727-393-4617

larry.e.walker.bxex@statefarm.com

AUTO • MOTORCYCLE • RV • TRUCK • LIFE • HEALTH • HOME

Willie “Hot Dog” Hardwick

S ILVERLINING B EAUTY C ENTER
Specializing in Hair, Beauty and Creativity
1834 49th Street South, St. Petersburg
Amber Sheppard, Licensed Cosmetologist
Shop 727-328-2623
Cell 727-543-8953
Walk-ins Available Saturday Only

Courtesy of

At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?

• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents

Braids &
Styles by
Felica

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

General Repairs, Roofing, Drywall,
Carpentry, Soffit and Gutters, Painting,
Pressure Cleaning, Plastering,
Hauling, Installing Doors and Windows
Electrical and Plumbing
No Jobs Too Small

(727) 252-3170 or 867-7242

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520
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W/STEVE

Where Did These New Year’s
Resolutions Come From?

The world has now finished celebrating the end
of the year holidays such as Thanksgiving,
Hanukkah, Christmas, Eid ul-Fitr, Kwanzaa, or
your own special holiday. December is usually such
a busy month for most people, and then comes the
New Year! With the old year fastly approaching, we
are all at the brink of a promising new year and 12
new months to continue developing our lives. We
can all start 2010 fresh and uplifted. This is the very
sentiment that inspires New Year’s resolutions. On
the 1st of January, millions of people around the
globe will begin their work. Chances are you have
tried them yourself in one way or another. For most,
they are one of the fun things about the New Year,
but have you ever wondered where they came
from? Who first started setting New Year’s
Resolutions?
The Babylonians first recorded New Years resolutions around 4,000 years ago. It revolved around
returning any borrowed farm equipment, as their
New Year coincided with the start of their farming
season. The Romans, not long after, started the
New Year by counting stock of the previous year
and setting a goal to accomplish more in the coming
year. The Chinese set a special New Years resolution by house cleaning. Most Americans would
relate that to Spring-Cleaning. At the inception of
the New Year, the Chinese would clean their house
thoroughly from top to bottom. Today in the
modern world, we still set New Year’s resolutions
and try to achieve them. More times than not, they
are based on self-improvement resolutions and
goals. They are a way to mark the beginning of
changes in our habits and lifestyles. The most
common resolutions include losing weight, quitting
smoking or drinking and improving your finances.
Millions of people make these revered resolutions,
but unfortunately only 10 percent ever manage to

achieve them. It is a very sad fact, but most of these
resolutions do not even last longer than a few
weeks. By July, most have completely forgotten
and no real progress against the resolution has been
made.
The New Year is a great time to look at the
changes we would like to make in our lives and how
to accomplish them. A resolution is indeed like a
promise to ourselves to improve our lives and to
make the New Year a better one for ourselves and
others. It is amazing what such a long history the
New Year’s resolution has had. You may be
thinking of creating one for you this coming New
Year, and why not? It is a tradition practiced around
the entire globe. Above all though, we should
remember that the most important aspect of a New
Year’s resolution is to take action and stick to it. It
is very important that you make your New Year’s
resolution for you and not for others. Even though
many times, the resolution that you make for
yourself is going to have an affect on others in some
way. I suggest that you make your resolution more
realistic and more attainable. Doing this, aides in
avoiding the let down of not accomplishing. In
other words, begin with the baby steps! I am
grateful and thankful to God for all of the wonderful
things he has done in my life during 2009. I have
had some ups and downs but my ups certainly
outweigh my downs so I am thankful. Again, as we
embark on the year 2010, let’s always remember
those who are not as fortunate as ourselves. And,
maybe we can offer some help and encouragement
to others in the upcoming year. That can be
something as small, but as valuable as a smile, a
kind word, or just a hello!
Thank you for reading and I hope you have
enjoyed your time OUT&ABOUTW/Steve. Look
forward to more new and interesting topics in 2010.

How To Live A
Better Life With Diabetes

(StatePoint) Living with
diabetes doesn't have to be the
impediment to a productive life
that it once was.
According to the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation,
2008 saw $171 million invested
in researching cures and
treatment. What all this means
for the 23.6 million Americans
afflicted with diabetes, is that
there are many new medical
innovations and simple lifestyle
changes that can help keep the
disease in check.
Precautionary Measures
The most important precaution for those with diabetes is to
constantly track blood glucose
levels. Fortunately, there are a
variety of blood glucose meters
to choose from, each one fitting
the needs and budget of most
patients. There is even word of a
special tattoo on the horizon that
will change color when blood
sugar levels change.
Maintaining oral health and
hygiene is also important, as

RESOLUTIONS

continued from front page
“To be a lot more attentive to
my health and to be a lot more
active in social and political activities. There's so much that needs to
be done and so much that men can
do and we've got to do better. I definitely want to be more involved.”
~ Ryan Cainion
“To be healthier, continue
my education and to get out of
debt.”
~ Alyshia Greene

people with diabetes are at
higher risk of gum problems.
Keeping Limbs Healthy
Even with requisite maintenance involved, diabetes can still
lead to other, far more troubling,
health problems. Diabetics can
be prone to circulatory problems
in their limbs and to foot ulcers,
which left untreated can eventually lead to deformity and
possibly even amputation. But
treated properly and early, limbs
can potentially be saved. One
product that has been found to be
effective treating ulcers in
several trials is Medihoney, a
dressing now being widely
adopted in hospitals and wound
care centers to dress wounds and
burns. Available in multiple
formats for a wide variety of
wound types, it's a great way to
keep a small problem from
becoming much bigger.
New Treatments Coming
A number of trailblazing
ways to treat diabetes could also
be on the way. While pancreas

“To
continue
my
education and receive my
bachelors. I also plan to
continue on to get my M.A.
in Business Administration. I
will establish a more
healthier lifestyle as well as
advance my professional
career. I will be a better
steward in my church by
working with the youth and I
also plan on being a better
mother to my daughter
Marley.”
~ Courtney Poole

transplants have shown to treat
the ailment, there are several
newer less-invasive developments being studied.
For
instance,
Derma
Sciences (DSCI), the company
behind Medihoney, is in the
midst of clinical trials testing
DSC127, a new drug believed to
activate a type of stem cell in a
patient's own body. What this
ultimately does is help treat the
lower-extremity ulcers that have
proven to be such a problem in
dealing with diabetes. If the
product is approved for market,
it could empower patients in a
whole new way.
The key is to stay current on
new treatments to deal with the
daily challenges of diabetes.
Over the past few years, diabetes
research has come a long way.
And considering the first insulin
pump had to be strapped to a
patient's back like a knapsack,
living with the ailment could
soon become easier and safer
than it has ever been.

“To commit more time to
taking care of my health and to
become more grounded spiritually and to spend more
valued time with my kids.”
~ Eric Bradbury

“To accept Work as God’s
Gift, not punishment. ‘..to
rejoice in his labor; this is the
gift of God.’ Ecclesiastes
5:19.”
~ Dianne Speights

Now make your own New
Year’s Resolution for 2010!

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

Annual Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Edition

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

“It’s all taken care of”

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for – it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings – What a peace of
mind.

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

(Jan. 14, 2010)

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO

PLEASE
Support
Our
Advertisers

Black History Month
Edition

20%
DISCOUNT

(Feb. 18, 2010)

Call Today! 727-896-2922

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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ENTERTAINMENT

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Barry Sanders

Barry David Sanders (born July
16, 1968) is a former American football
running back who spent all of his professional career with the Detroit Lions
in the NFL. Sanders is best known for
being one of the most prolific running
backs in NFL history. Sanders is
widely regarded as one of the greatest
running backs ever to play the game,
and certainly the most elusive.
Sanders played for the Oklahoma
State Cowboys from 1986 to 1988, and
wore the number 21. During his first
two years, he backed up All-American
Thurman Thomas. Thomas moved on
to the NFL, and Sanders became the
starter for his junior year.
In 1988, in what has been called
the greatest season in college football
history, Sanders led the nation by
averaging 7.6 yards per carry and over
200 yards per game, including rushing
for over 300 yards in four games. He
set college football season records with
2,628 yards rushing, 3,249 total yards,
234 points, 39 touchdowns, of which
37 were rushing (also a record), 5 consecutive 200 yard games, scored at least
2 touchdowns in 11 consecutive
games, and 9 times he scored at least 3
touchdowns. Sanders also ran for 222
yards and scored 5 touchdowns in his
three quarters of action in the Holiday
Bowl - a game that was not included
with his season statistics. Sanders won
the Heisman Trophy as the season's
most outstanding player.
The Detroit Lions selected
Sanders with their 1st-round (3rd
overall) pick in the 1989 draft, thanks to
the endorsement of then-coach Wayne
Fontes. The Lions' management considered drafting another Sanders, cornerback Deion, but Fontes convinced
them to draft Barry instead. He was
offered the number of Lion idol Billy
Sims, known as the 80's Lions' runningback. Though there were concerns
about his size, it turned out these
concerns were mostly unfounded.
Sanders was far too quick for defenders
to hit solidly on a consistent basis, and
too strong to bring down with arm
tackles. Though short at 5'8", his
playing weight was 203 lb (91 kg) and
Sanders had a large portion of this
weight in his exceptionally large and
muscular legs, which provided him
with a very low center of mass; his
weight was also the same as Walter
Payton and only slightly under the NFL
average for a back. Further, Sanders
was able to dazzle onlookers at an
ESPN slam dunk contest by jamming
comfortably from a flat footed position
demonstrating his other defining charac-

Jazz Is Alive And Well!
Just Ask Rodney Rocques

teristic: explosiveness. His agility and
quick acceleration combined with his
low center of mass made him very
difficult to bring down.
In contrast to many of the star
players of his era, Sanders was also
noted for his on-field humility. Despite
his flashy playing style, Sanders was
rarely seen celebrating after the whistle
was blown. Instead, he preferred to
hand the ball to a referee or congratulate his teammates.
In his rookie year in 1989, Sanders
missed training camp due to a contract
dispute. Despite that, he ran for 18
yards on his first carry, and scored a
touchdown on his fourth. He finished
the season second in the NFL in
rushing yards and touchdowns after
declining to go back into the regular
season finale just 10 yards shy of the
rushing title (later won by Christian
Okoye), and won the Rookie of the
Year Award.
In 1994, Sanders rushed for 1,883
yards, on a 5.7 yards per carry average.
He also totaled 283 receiving yards,
which gave him a combined 2,166
yards from scrimmage for the season.
He was named the NFL's Offensive
Player of the Year. In 1995, Sanders
posted 1,500 yards rushing with 398
receiving yards, beating his rushing
total alone of the '94 season. In 1996,
Sanders rushed for 1,553 yards with a
career-low 147 receiving yards.
Sanders greatest season came in 1997
(see below), when he rushed for a
career-high 2,053 yards.
In Sanders last season in the NFL,
1998 he rushed for 1,491 yards, ending
his four-year streak of rushing for over
1,500 yards in a season.
Despite his individual success, the
Lions never reached the Super Bowl

while Sanders played for them. The
closest they ever came was in the 1991
season. Aided by Sanders' 1,855
combined rushing/receiving yards and
17 touchdowns during the season, they
recorded a 12–4 record and went on to
defeat the Dallas Cowboys 38–6 in the
divisional playoffs, the Lions only
playoff win since 1957. They were
beaten by the Washington Redskins
41–10 in the NFC Championship
Game, and Sanders was held to 59 total
yards. Detroit made the playoffs 4 more
times during Sanders' career, but each
time they were eliminated in the first
round.
In Sanders' career, he achieved Pro
Bowl status in all of his 10 seasons as a
pro. Sanders was named first team AllPro eight times from 1989–1991 and
1993–1997 and was named second
team All-Pro twice in 1992 and 1998.
Sanders was also named All-NFC from
1989-1992 to 1994-1997. Sanders was
named NFL Rookie of the Year in '89,
Offensive Player of the Year in '94 and
'97, NFL MVP in '97, and was named
to the 1990s NFLAll-Decade team.
Sports Illustrated writer Paul
Zimmerman wrote: "It doesn't matter
where the play is blocked; he'll find his
own soft spot ... The scheme doesn't
matter with Sanders. He can run from
any alignment. While other people are
stuck with joints, he seems to have ball
bearings in his legs that give him a
mechanical advantage ... Sanders' finest
runs often occur when he takes the
handoff and, with a couple of moves,
turns the line of scrimmage into a
broken field ... Nobody has ever created
such turmoil at the point of attack as
Sanders has ... Knock on wood, he
seems indestructible ..."

Many things have been said
about the continuation of jazz music,
as we know it today. Some folks say
things like: “Jazz is dead”, “Jazz isn’t
as popular as it was when I was
growing up,” “Smooth Jazz is all
you hear about nowadays,” “What’s
wrong with our youth? They’re just
not into jazz like I was when I was
young;” “Hip-Hop is all the craze of
our youth. When are they going to
discover Jazz?” For years that’s been
one of the main topics among jazz
enthusiasts and jazz musicians.
However, I’m about to give you the
Good News! Jazz is alive and well;
ask Rodney Rocques.
You are probably asking “Who
is this Rodney Rocques?” Is he
someone famous? A movie star?
Politician? Why is Rodney Rocques
being mentioned in a newspapers
jazz column? Well, I’m about to tell
you who he is. Listen up!
Rodney Rocques is a 17-year
old classical and jazz musician
residing in Parrish, FL, with his
mother Marie Dominique Edouazin
and siblings. His choice of instruments is the drums; however, he also
plays piano, vibraphone, tuba, and
upright bass. He composes his own
music, arranges, and is the band
director. Young Rodney has always
loved music, since the age of 2years, and he has had the desire to
become a great musician. Rodney is
also an organizer of people and
events which I am about to share
with you in this article. But first, let’s
understand that Rodney is a high
school student (Palmeto High
School, Palmeto) who earns good
grades. In fact, Rodney’s grades and
talent are so good that he was
granted a full scholarship at one of
the most prestigious music schools
in the country, Berklee College of
Music, Boston, Massachusetts.
In January 2009, Rodney
accepted an invitation to participate
in the Berklee College of Music
High School Festival. His performance on drums and vibraphone
earned him the Judges Choice

Award and also Superior Musician
Award. Rodney was also invited to
attend the Berklee College of Music
5-Week Performance Program
during the summer of 2009. His participation earned him a “Full-Ride
Scholarship” (fully paid tuition) to
attend the Berklee College of Music
starting the Fall Semester – 2010. In
addition to the awards from Berklee
College of Music, Rodney was
recently selected to perform at the
2010 - Montreux Jazz Festival
(Switzerland) in July with a jazz
band he helped create called, Jazz
Juvenocracy. As if that were not
enough, he has also been selected to
perform at the 2010 – Grammy
Awards with the School Jazz
Ensemble.
Recently, this correspondent
had the opportunity to see and hear
Rodney’s new jazz group, “The Jazz
Full Riders” perform at the Irish
Rover Restaurant in Sarasota. The
idea to form this band came about
when they were all at the Berkley
College summer music camp.
Because they had become such
good friends and had also formed an
ensemble to perform at the camp,
Rodney felt it would be good for the
members to form a jazz band. “Jazz
Full Riders” consists of Edmar
Colon (Puerto Rico) on tenor
saxophone, Tutti Druya (Toronto)
vocals, Philip Golub (Los Angeles)
piano, John Paul (New Orleans)
bass, and Rodney on the drums.
Although, the name of the band was
the idea of Edmar Colon because
they all had received “Full Ride”
scholarships at Berklee College of
Music, it was Rodney’s idea to get
together for a concert in Sarasota.
They all came, and the rest is
Sarasota’s jazz history.
During the evening’s concert,
jazz pianist Jake Pinto substituted for
Golub. Jake is a student at
Manhattan School of Music, and is a
resident of Sarasota. He and Rodney
have been friends for quite awhile. It
was an evening of terrifically
performed straight-ahead jazz. Each

musician was a star in his own right.
Edmar Colon on tenor saxophone
kicked John Coltrane’s “Giant
Steps” to the curb blowing music
notes in such a way that one might
think Trane himself had taken over
Edmar’s soul. Jake Pinto touching
his keyboards ever so lightly demonstrated why local jazz aficionados
continue to compare his playing
with the playing of the great Bill
Evans. New Orleans’ bassist John
Paul provided a perfect foundation
and structure to each lead player’s
solo performance, while drummer
Rodney pushed, cajoled, pressed,
and coaxed the soloists to new
musical heights.
It was evident that The Full
Riders were enjoying the night.
They performed with no predefined
rules. An attentive audience
witnessed the band’s instant
composing with combined passion
and control. Their display of musical
qualities within each tune possessed
a steely precision that channeled
sonic extremities within clipped or
carefully shaped outbursts of sound.
Whether it was the music being
created by keyboards, tenor
saxophone, bass, or drums, in every
sense of the word, the band was finetuned; establishing spontaneous
ideas occasionally expelled at a rapid
rate. Whether the audience considered the band’s improvised nature or
not, the musical constructions
remained remarkably well-formed.
In other words, they were a tight
group.
So, you can see dear readers,
“Jazz is Alive & Well…Just Ask
Rodney Rocques!”
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website at:
rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me
at JazzJamm@aolcom. You may
also mail your letters to Rick Gee’s
Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

HOROSCOPES
DECEMBER 31 - JANUARY 6, 2010
ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

Your careless ways with money are
going to be apparent this week.
Financial mistakes you've made in the
past will be especially painful. Don't
conceal the pain from yourself. It is a
warning that you should take steps to
prevent future financial crisis.

The link that you've established with
your spiritual self will be strengthened
by the people who come into your life
this week. This week is a week for seriousness about a relationship. Discuss
your deepest thoughts with others.
They'll understand and thank you for
sharing intimate parts of yourself.

Eternal optimist, eternity is now. Get in
touch with your hopefulness and be a
beacon to others. Try not to be taken in
by promises made by others or promises you've made to yourself. Concerning
your own affairs, avoid contemplating
lofty subjects and seeking long ranged
solutions.

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

You've done some of your own love
homework. Hopefully you've had an
opportunity to learn a new way of seeing the world and in that way you've
found a way of loving that is more natural for you. The combination of sexiness and joyful focus can create you a
wonderful love experience.

Some say optimism is fantasy. Suppose
the good thing you're optimistic about
never comes. This week you'll know
that the joy of anticipating it is joy
enough. Just the certainty of coming
goodness is present goodness. The joy
of tomorrow is available this week.

TAURUS
Take advantage of the great weather
and spend time outdoors enjoying and
relaxing with Mother Nature. Learn a
new sport, and spend time with family
and friends. Don't take travel matters
into your own hands. Seek a professional who will be able to plan a wonderful vacation for you without breaking
your bank. Cook up some goodies for
your loved ones.

LIBRA

Stay positive, don' t let negative people
get inside your head. You know that
things will work out well. Ease rapidly
away from anyone who is a naysayer.
During the week, things may seem
hard at times but soon life will be filled
with fun. Enjoy!

Share in the glory of your friend who
has been recognized for outstanding
work. Plan a small get-together to celebrate the occasion. Your time will come,
and you will be placed on the pedestal.
Your intimacy radar is sensitive. Watch
out for a new romance that might come
along. Expect the unexpected! You will
be pleasantly surprised!

CANCER

SCORPIO

The bond that you established with your
spiritual side works well in your relationship with a special person. Speak of
the reality of the intangible qualities of
life. Your lover will understand. Keep
attention on the financial matters you've
been dealing with.

You've done a lot of things in life that no
one has agreed with at the beginning.
Finding agreement this week will be
difficult, but it should not deter you from
moving forward. Feeling sorry for your
loneliness will discolor what you are
doing. Be happy that you are alone.

GEMINI

AQUARIUS
You might be looking into the buying or
selling of a piece of property, and this
week seems to be a favorable week for
this type of negotiation. Be careful with
the intricacies of the matter. Pay attention to details or it could cost you a
great deal later.

PISCES
What a blessed week this will be.
Spend it meditating on all that God has
given you. This week think hard about
some form of worship. Curtis Mayfield
wrote a song called "Who Do You
Love?" Someone should write one
called "How Do You Love?" For your
love lesson, the second song would be
the one you should sing.

16 12 28
PICK OF THE WEEK!

823
654
129

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
3-8 1-7
6-2 5-4
4-1 2-6

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Morris Says He
Ignores Job Rumors

BUCS
CORNER
Bucs Pull Off Upset Over Saints In Overtime

Carnell Williams

BY BRETT MARTEL

NEW ORLEANS (AP)- The
moment Garrett Hartley's foot
drove through the ball, the
Louisiana Superdome crowd
erupted and Saints owner Tom
Benson raised his arms in
triumph.
The presumption was that
these Saints, in this magical
season, were going to pull out
another win in the clutch.
Not so fast. Hartley's 37yarder hooked to the left, and
those who'd allowed themselves
to celebrate prematurely were
sent home soon after in stunned
silence.
Carnell Williams rushed for
129 yards and a score, and
Connor Barth kicked a 47-yard
field goal in overtime, lifting
Tampa Bay to a 20-17 upset on
Sunday that, for the time being,
prevented New Orleans from
securing home field throughout
the NFC playoffs.

Even in what will go down
as the best regular season in
Saints history, a franchise long
known more for its stumbles
than success found a way to
make history with a loss.
According to STATS LLC, the
result marked the first time a 13win team lost to a team that
came in with only two victories.
"It's hard to explain," Saints
quarterback Drew Brees said.
"We started off fast, then after
that there was a big lull." Kind
of like their season.
New Orleans (13-2) won
nine of its first 11 games by
double digits. After a 38-17 win
over New England, the Saints
appeared better situated than
ever to make the franchise's first
run to the Super Bowl.
Since then, the Saints have
pulled out a pair of three-point
wins over non-playoff teams and
have lost two straight - both at
home - starting with a 24-17
setback to Dallas.
"The fact is we need to play
better," Brees said. "I don't feel
like we've played our best
football in a while and there's
definitely some things that need
to be corrected.
"You always find out more
about a team when you start
facing adversity. This is just yet
another one of those situations
that I feel we have the right
character, the right type of leadership to bounce back from and
help us become stronger going
into the playoffs."
New Orleans was favored by

more than two touchdowns over
the Buccaneers (3-12). New
Orleans sped out to a 17-0 lead
with its first three possessions,
but the Bucs, who have refused
to quit on the season, cut it to 173 on Barth's 34-yard field goal
as time expired in the first half.
"We went back in the locker
room and I tried to settle the
guys down," first-year Tampa
Bay coach Raheem Morris said.
"They believe in me and I
believe in them. ... I know this
team is getting better. I could see
it every week, even when we
were losing."
Williams had not rushed for
100 yards since 2006 - before
serious injuries in both knees.
He scored on a 23-yard run in
the fourth quarter, speeding
away from pursuit once he broke
into the open near the left
sideline. Michael Spurlock's 77yard punt return tied it at 17.
Hartley, who became the
Saints' lone place kicker last
week when the Saints waived
John Carney and made him a
kicking consultant, said he
rushed his missed kick.
"Knowing I let my team
down is the worst thing," he
said. "It's definitely humbling.
You have to learn from these
experiences in order to prevail
the next one."
"It feels great to win two in a
ro w, " Wil l i am s s ai d . " T h i s
organization learned something
today: that no matter how far
down you are you can still get
back up. And that's what

happened out here today. I am so
proud of our offensive line.
They did all the work and all I
did was hit the holes."
The Bucs might have won in
regulation if not for squandering
two other scoring chances in the
second half, once on Tracy
Porter's interception in the end
zone and once on a failed fourthand-short from the New Orleans
19-yard line.
Meanwhile, Tampa Bay's
defense continued to show
improvement since Morris took
charge of the group following
New Orleans' 38-7 win at Tampa
Bay five weeks ago.
Brees was held to 258 yards
passing and one touchdown. The
Saints rushed for 124 yards, but
gained only 28 yards on the
ground in the second half, when
leading rusher Pierre Thomas sat
out with bruised ribs. Thomas
had an 8-yard TD run for New
Orleans' first score. Robert
Me a c h e m ' s 3 0 - y a r d c a t c h
accounted for the second and
was set up by Darren Sharper's
ninth interception of the season,
during which he set an NFL
record for interception return
yards in a season with 376.
Bucs quarterback Josh
Freeman was 21 of 31 for 271
yards. He did not throw a
touchdown pass and was intercepted twice, but made a pivotal
play in overtime when he
scrambled for a first down on
third-and-6, sustaining the
winning drive.

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS:

The Bucs (3-12) will host the Atlanta Falcons (8-7) Sunday, Jan. 3rd at 1:00 p.m.

Holmgren Will Take Time
Making Decision On Mangini

Eric Mangini

BEREA, Ohio (AP) - New
Cleveland Browns president
Mike Holmgren has not decided
if coach Eric Mangini will be
back next season.
Holmgren, who signed a
five-year contract to try and fix
the Browns, said he will wait
until he arrives in Cleveland
next week before making any
changes. Holmgren plans to
meet with Mangini after the
Browns (4-11) complete their
season. He said it would not be
fair to discuss Mangini's status
with one game left.
"He's at the end of finishing
his first season, the team is
doing well and responding to
him," said Holmgren, who was
in Arizona on Monday and
spoke to reporters on a conference call.
Holmgren did not provide

any clues as to which way he's
leaning. He appreciates how
tough it can be for a coach to
transform a team in one season.
"I'm not a big fan of the
quick hook," he said. "I never
did that with quarterbacks when
they played for me and I really
don't think one year is enough to
prove what you're trying to get
done. I wouldn't be a big fan of
just allowing a guy to coach just
one year and out. But having
said that, I haven't made any
decisions yet."
The 61-year-old Holmgren
said he will evaluate the entirety
of Mangini's first season in
Cleveland, and won't decide
based solely on the team's
current three-game winning
streak.
"I feel I have some time to
think about this and I want to do
what is right for the organization
and the Cleveland Browns," he
said. "That's my charge. I want
to see the team's record better. I
want the organization to be functioning properly. I want the fans
to be very proud of their team.
"That's the decision I have to
make and that is going to take a
little time. Not a lot of time, but
a little time."
Holmgren said he has no
plans to coach "in the near
future," leaving open the chance

he could return to the sideline.
Holmgren did not reveal his
i n t en t i o n s t o reco n fi g u re
Cleveland's front-office, but the
former Green Bay and Seattle
coach said he plans to hire a
general manager.
The Browns host Jacksonville
on Sunday.
Holmgren said he and
Mangini already have had productive discussions and that any
philosophical differences could
be worked out.
"He wants the same things I
do," Holmgren said. "We want
the team to be better, we want to
win, we want the fans to feel
good, we're going after the same
thing. I think when you have
guys - their vision's the same
and you're pulling in the same
direction — some of the other
stuff, you can get it done, you
can come to an agreement and
make it work."
Holmgren said the chance to
rebuild a once-pround franchise
is what drew him to the Browns,
who have made one playoff
appearance since their expansion
return in 1999.
"I took the job because there
is something inside of me that
enjoys the challenge of fixing
something, tweaking something
to get it back on track again," he
said.

Holmgren joked that he
might not be ready to take on
such a big project.
"I have way too much
responsibility," he said with a
laugh. "But I'm really looking
forward to it. It's quite different
from what I'm used to."
When he stepped down as
Seattle's coach after last season,
Holmgren went into semiretirement to spend more time with
his family. He wasn't anticipating such a quick return to the
NFL, but said his desire to work
in Cleveland grew as he learned
m or e a b o u t o w n e r R a n d y
Lerner.
"I know a lot of owners, I
call some my friends," he said.
"I'd never really met Randy or
spent any time with him. I will
tell you this, it was very, very
refreshing. Clearly, he wants his
football team to do well. When
he presented the job to me and
what it would entail and the type
of access I would have to him,
and his vision for the team and
the fans and the city of
Cleveland, as far as I was
concerned he hit a home run.”
"Obviously the job's a great
job. I really took this job
because of the owner. I think he
cares that much and I don't want
to let him down."

Raheem Morris

BY FRED GOODALL

TAMPA (AP) - Amid speculation his job could be in
jeopardy after just one season,
Tampa Bay Buccaneers coach
Raheem Morris insists his
focus remains on trying to
finish with a three-game
winning streak.
The Bucs (3-12) rallied
from a 17-point deficit to beat
the New Orleans Saints 20-17
in overtime Sunday. However,
the surprising victory did little
to dispel the notion that team
ownership is considering
another change.
The 33-year-old Morris
became the youngest coach in
t h e N F L l a s t J a n u a r y,
replacing Jon Gruden after
Tampa Bay ended 2008 with
four consecutive losses to miss
the playoffs following a 9-3
start.
The Glazer family has not
made any public statements on
the status of Morris, nor have
team officials commented on
reports the Bucs are trying to
gauge whether former
Pittsburgh Steelers coach Bill
Cowher might be interested in
the job.
"I don't think Bill Cowher
makes those decisions. I think
ou r o w n e r s h i p d o e s . . . . I
choose to laugh at or ignore
some of the gossip," Morris
said Monday, adding that he
doesn't read anything into the
silence of the Glazers.
"When was the last time
you've seen one of my owners

speak publicly? ... That's not
what we do around here. We
don't have to answer to the
critics. That's not our job."
After dropping 12 of their
first 13 games, the Bucs have
beaten Seattle and New
Orleans on the road for the
team's first two-game winning
streak in more than a year.
In addition to matching the
second-biggest comeback in
franchise history on Sunday,
Tampa Bay didn't allow any
points in the second half for
the second straight week.
Although Morris thinks he
has the team moving in the
right direction, he stopped
short of saying he believes the
Bucs have improved enough
to save his job.
The coach said he does not
expect — or need — a vote of
confidence from the Glazers to
feel better about the prospects
of returning in 2010.
"The Glazers don't do stuff
like that. They come in your
office and we talk all the time.
They don't have to do that.
That's not their job. They're
the boss," Morris said.
"The assurance they gave
to me is I've got to do my job
tomorrow. When you're put in
a position to coach a football
team, you coach it. That's what
you do until they tell you to
stop. That's what I'm going to
do now."
The Bucs close the season
at home Sunday against NFC
South rival Atlanta. Morris
reiterated he plans to put all
his energy into preparing for
the Falcons, not worrying
about whether he'll be back.
"This game is not for
ev e r y b o d y. N o t f o r t h e
mentally weak, it's not for the
soft, it's not for everybody,"
Morris said. "For me it's about
production, going on the field
and progressing. All the other
stuff is gray matter. That's just
messes you up for next week."

Rookie CB Owens
Proud Of 1st Career
Interception

Christopher Owens

BY GEORGE HENRY

ATLANTA (AP) -Growing
up in Los Angeles, Christopher
Owens enjoyed watching television when Terrell Owens
would catch touchdown passes
for the San Francisco 49ers.
Now Christopher Owens,
an Atlanta rookie cornerback,
can say his first career interception came against one of
the NFL's most decorated
career receivers in the Falcons'
31-3 victory over Buffalo on
Sunday.
“I've been watching T.O.
my whole life,” Christopher

Owens said. “He's been in the
league 14 years. I think I was
9. I'm 23 right now, and for me
to get it, it feels really good.
He's a phenomenal player.”
Though Terrell Owens
finished with four catches to
become just the sixth player
with 1,000 career receptions,
Christopher Owens impacted
the game more directly than
T.O.
Midway through the
second quarter, on a 47-yard
pass that Bills quarterback
Brian Brohm threw too far
inside the right sideline,
Christopher Owens beat
Terrell Owens to the ball in the
end zone.
Interim Buffalo coach
Perry Fewell credited
Christopher Owens with
covering the route efficiently
while essentially blaming
Brohm's lack of accuracy.
“It would have been tough
for Terrell, I thought, to go
over the defensive back and
get it,” Fewell said. “He was
expecting it more outside.”
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STATE NEWS

NATIONAL NEWS

FAMU’s Department of
Computer And Information
Sciences Awarded More Than
$2 Million In Grants

At Christmas: A Mother
Desperately Needs Gift Of Life

TA L L A H A S S E E –
Despite the economic crisis
plaguing the nation, Florida
A&M University (FAMU)
De p a rtm ent of C omputer
Information Sciences (CIS)
has garnered more than $2
million in grants to support
academic and research efforts
within the department.
The largest of the funds is a
$1 million grant from National
Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) to
establish the Minority
Innovation Challenges Institute
(MICI). The purpose of MICI is
to get more minority students
around the country to become
interested in the science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) fields by using
the NASA Centennial
Challenges as a motivating
factor.
A ccor ding to Clement
Allen, CIS associate professor
and the principal investigator for
the grant, the NASA Centennial
Challenges are a set of fascinating, monetary contests used by
NASA to spur innovations in
space technologies. They offer
contests where individuals and
groups compete for money and
fame. For example, there is a
contest to design and build a
better astronaut glove and a
contest to build a robot that can
excavate dirt on the moon.
FAMU is the first institution
to establish a MICI with funding
from NASA, and will work with
other minority-serving institutions in the nation to mentor
students.
T h e M I CI will me ntor
students at minority serving
institutions around the country.
MICI will feature a year-round
virtual conference to provide
video, question and answer
sessions, networking opportunities, and other resources, with a
focus on a different contest each
month.

Through MICI, which is
funded for three years, Allen
aims to foster further research in
technology areas meaningful to
NASA. He will also work to
motivate students to become
involved in STEM disciplines
related to NASA and inspire
them to seek employment at
NASA or a NASA contractor.
“Technology contests have
proven to be a powerful way to
stimulate student interest in
STEM related disciplines,” he
said. “MICI will strive to
increase the number of underrepresented students participating in
these contests.”
The CIS Department was
awarded a grant from the U.S.
Department of Education
through the Minority Science
and Engineering Improvement
Program (MSEIP) for
Integrating Computation into
STEM Education. The project,
“Computation for STEM
Education (C-STEM),” is a
three-year, $600,000 award.
The goals of this project are
to increase the number of STEM
students who graduate with discipline-specific computational
skills, and to stimulate increased
use of computation in the
teaching of STEM disciplines at
FAMU. This project has the
potential to effect long-term
improvement in science and
engineering education at FAMU
through increased use of computation in the teaching of STEM
disciplines. The outreach
c ompone nt of t h e p ro j ect
includes working with area high
school science teachers to
promote their use of computation in science courses.
FAMU also received an
award from the National Science
Foundation for $280,000 to
continue to host the Tri-Regional
I n f o r m a t i o n Te c h n o l o g y
Program (Tri-IT).
Tri-IT is an alliance of three
colleges – Florida State College

at Jacksonville, FAMU, and
Seminole Community College.
The goal is to engage female
high school students interested
in technology and encourage
them to consider college degrees
and careers in the field of information technology (IT). It is an
“after-school” type program that
teaches students about the latest
and greatest technology.
“This program, along with
the African-American Women in
Computer Science (AAWCS)
scholarship program and the
STARS Alliance, has established
FAMU as a leader in addressing
the shortage of minority women
in IT,” said Jason Black, coprincipal investigator.
Another $300,000 award
from the National Science
Foundation will explore the use
of studio-based and active
learning techniques in formative
CIS courses. The project is titled
“Evolution to Studio-Based
Active Learning.” The project
goal is to transform incrementally the instructional paradigm
used in formative programming
courses. Traditional lecturebased instruction, where the
teacher is primarily a transmitter
of knowledge, will be
augmented by active-learning
activities, where the teacher
coaches student problem solving
and exploration.
Expected project outcomes
include higher retention in the
CIS major, increased mastery of
foundational skills, improved
technical communication skills,
and enhanced critical thinking.
CIS faculty is also working
with students on various robotic
projects funded by the National
Science Foundation. Some of the
robots that have been created
have the ability to play tag,
follow a line around a track, and
even deliver mail. The central
focus of the project is to
stimulate interest in computer
science.

Medical Advances That Soon
May Help Your Family

(StatePoint) With all the
debate over healthcare reform,
focus has been placed squarely
on the quality of medical
treatment our families receive.
Fortunately, the world has
recently seen a series of innovations that could help people
much faster than expected.
As the hospital and laboratory converge, families could soon
b e n e f it f r om an arra y of
important advancements. One of
the fastest-developing areas in
the medical field has been in the
area of genetics. Whether it be
mapping the human genome or
the debate over stem cells, scientists have found a variety of technologies that could potentially
help cure, and in some cases
avoid entirely, an array of
diseases.
“If stem cells could be made
to grow into tissues and organs,
waiting lists for transplant recipients would become things of the
past. That is still in the future, but
already stem cell therapy to heal
diseased organs is being tested in
human trials and the prospects
look bright,” says Kenneth C.
Aldrich, Chairman and CEO of
International
Stem
Cell

Corporation, a biotechnology
company whose proprietary
stem cell lines can potentially be
used to treat any disease that can
be treated with human cells,
without the need to destroy
human embryos or use immune
suppressing drugs.
Diseases currently targeted by
such cutting edge technology and
research include diabetes, liver
disease, and macular degeneration.
Aside from s ci en t i fi c
research, new technologies also
could provide imminent help to a
family’s overall health. With
roughly 14 million Americans
living with asthma, the health
industry has seen a variety of
new high-tech treatments,
including a unique sensor
developed at the University of
P ittsburgh th at can t rack
oncoming asthma attacks.
Considering these attacks
account for roughly a quarter of
emergency-room visits in the
United States, these technologies
could be a healthcare lifesaver.
Meanwhile, for the 15
million Ameri can ad u l t s
suffering from kidney disease,
long trips to the hospital for
lengthy dialysis sessions cut into

moments that could be spent
with family. But thanks to a revolutionary portable dialysis
machine that cleans blood using
a battery, that may no longer be a
problem. And in a surprising
shift that could forever alter the
health of adults and children, a
useful p i e c e o f h e a l t h related
equipment may
already be sitting in your living
room.
While Nintendo probably
never intended for the popular
“Wii” video game console to
contribute to family health, it has
organically gone in that
direction. With a series of sports
games like “Wii Fit” and the
console’s motion-sensing
remote, children, adults and the
el d erl y are fi n d i n g h o m e
workout alternatives that are fun
and can track their progress.
Who would have thought a child
playing video games with
grandpa could contribute to a
family’s long-term health?
With healthcare becoming
an increasingly important aspect
of family life, these and other
advancements could help the
average family in a number of
ways.

WRITTEN BY FREDERICK
ALEXANDER MEADE
NNPA SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

All was well for Jennifer
Jones Austin and her family in
the recent months leading into
the holiday season. Suddenly,
her life depends on a gift from a
possible stranger. Jen — as she
is often referred to by those
close to her — the 41 year old
wife of Shawn Austin and
mother to a daughter, 12, and
son, 8, has garnered great contentment in numerous areas of
her life. The daughter of a
prominent minister, the late Dr.
William Augustus Jones, not
only developed a fulfilling
family life but a satisfying and
purposeful professional
existence as well.
As an attorney for nearly 20
years, Jennifer Jones Austin has
advocated for disenfranchised
children and families within
New York State and abroad.
The native New Yorker, Jones
Austin has served the needs of
the less fortunate in a multitude
of capacities both within the
public and private sector.
Jones Austin served as New
Yo r k C i t y ’s f i r s t F a m i l y
Services Coordinator, a position
to which she was appointed by
Mayor Bloomberg after serving
four years as a Deputy
Commissioner in the City's
Administration for Children's
Services.
As Family Services
Coordinator, Jones Austin was
responsible for leading multiple
interagency initiatives for
children and families of the city.
J e n n i f e r ’s s e r v i c e s w o u l d
further be called upon as she
played a key role in helping to
coordinate and advance the
Mayor’s anti-poverty initiatives.
Jones Austin also held the
position of Civil Rights Deputy
B u r e a u C h i e f f o r P o l i c y,
Legislation and Public Outreach
for then-Attorney General Eliot
Spitzer. Within the realm of

advocacy for the education
rights of children, Jones Austin
served as the Vice President
of Development for
LearnNow/Edison Schools Inc.
In 2008 the accomplished
attorney accepted a position
with the United Way of New
York City as the Senior Vice
President of Community
Investment, thus further establishing her record as an inspired
and committed leader in the
service of those in the greatest
need of support.
In recent weeks however,
Jen’s life has undergone considerable upheaval.
A fever requiring the hospitalization of the active mother
would serve as a precursor to an
ultimate diagnosis of Acute
Myeloid Leukemia (AML).
Such a medical diagnosis
re q u i r e s t h a t J o n e s A u s t i n
receive a bone marrow transplant in the immediate future if
her life is to be extended.
Individuals in need of a
bone marrow transplant essentially require a donor of the
same ethnicity, as a transplant
may only occur between parties
in possession of matching
genetic tissue. This reality
however functions to present a
challenge for most individuals
of African descent, as this group
is dramatically underrepresented within national and international bone marrow registries.
In the face of this reality,
Jennifer and others of African
ancestry must often rely on the
will of the immediate public if
they are to identify a life saving
match.
Her fellow activists,
including the National Action
Network’s Rev. Al Sharpton,
have launched drives in attempt
to save her life. Her father, the
late Rev. Jones, was a spiritual
mentor to Sharpton. Scheduled
bone marrow drives have
emerged throughout the country
in an effort to not only save the
life of this community activist
but also those who require the
same medical procedure as

Jennifer Jones Austin

well.
Due to considerable
advances in medicine, the
process by which one is determined a match for a needy
recipient is as simple as placing
a swab along the inside of the
potential donor’s cheek.
Additionally, if an individual is identified as a match for a
patient, a bone marrow transplant generally only requires the
donor give blood.
Jennifer Jones Austin has
dedicated her life to protecting
the natural rights of those whom
society has very often marginalized and seemingly cast aside.
A stalwart agent in working to
procure greater measures of
social and economic justice for
the least of these within our
society, Jennifer now requires
the public she has served for
almost two decades to assist in
helping her to survive.
When recently interviewed
on a NBC New York Local
News broadcast and asked of
her hopes with respect to her
unsettling circumstance, Jen
true to form, simply stated she
felt encouraged that not only
would she find a match, but
through the public’s efforts in
assisting in this endeavor, many
others in need of a similar transplant would also receive help.
As has always been the
case, Jen’s thoughts remain on
the people.
To learn how you may be
able to help Jen as well as others
in securing a life saving match
go to: www.savejen.com.

Serena Fined
Largest Amount In USTA History

SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE HOUSTON
FORWARD TIMES

(NNPA) - Tennis champion
Serena Williams was fined a
record $82,500 for her U.S.
Op e n o u t b u r s t a g a i n s t a
lineswoman and could be
suspended from the annual
New York event if she has
another "major offense" at any
Grand Slam in the next two
years.
The ruling from Grand
Slam administrator Bill
Babcock said Williams faces a
"probationary period" at tennis'
four major championships in
2010 and 2011. If she has
another "major offense" at a
Grand Slam tournament in that
time, the fine would increase to
$175,000 and she would be

barred from the following U.S.
Open.
"But if she does not have
another offense in the next two
years, the suspension is lifted,"
Babcock told the Associated
Press.
He said Williams must pay
$82,500 right now, already
nearly double the previous
highest fine for a Grand Slam
offense — about $48,000 Jeff
Tarango was docked in the
1990s.
Williams cursed out a
lineswoman after a foot-fault
call at the end of her semifinal
loss to eventual champion Kim
Clijsters at the U.S. Open in
September. The outburst drew a
$10,000 fine from the U.S.
Te n n i s A s s o c i a t i o n i n
September — the maximum
onsite penalty a tennis player

can face. But because it
happened at a Grand Slam tournament, Babcock was charged
with investigating whether
further punishment was
merited.
He concluded that Williams
violated the "major offense"
rule for "aggravated behavior."
The Grand Slam committee —
with one representative from
each of the sport's four major
championships — approved his
decision.
Serena Williams

We Welcome Your
Letters To The Editor
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Queen Street

Church Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-4356

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Church School..................................................8:00 a.m.
Early Morning ..................................................9:30 a.m.
Wed. Mid-week Family Night Bible Study .....7:00 p.m.

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Mission Statement

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

10th Street Church Of God

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

New Covenant
Holiness Church
1625 6th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
727-821-3561
“A Willing Example” 1 Peter 5:1-4
Sunday Services are at 4 pm
Wed. & Fri. Services are at 7 pm

Pastor
Kenneth D.
Jackson

5315 28th Avenue South
Gulfport, Florida
727-744-3589

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

Wednesday Night Bible Study ........................7:00 pm
Bible Study Location: 5004 Tangerine Ave. So., Gulfport

Sunday School ............................................... 9:30 am
Sunday Worship Service ...............................11:00 am
(1st thru 4th Sundays)

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

GREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Early Morning Worship .....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.....11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.....................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service ................................7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation – Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

THE ROCK

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Friendship
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church
2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

A Discipleship Making Community

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Rober t Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
New Hope Missionary Baptist Church

“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT,
ONE HOPE”
Our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend
Carlos L. Senior and the New Hope
Church family invite you to study and
worship with us whenever our doors
are open. See the ad for times of
worship.
UPCOMING EVENTS

“The Incredible Family” (For
further information, call 727-8965228) Watch Night Services,
December 31, 2009, 9:30 p.m. “It’s
All About Him”
Officers Orientation, January 9,
2010, 9:00 a.m.
Installation of Officers, January
10, 2010.

God holds the future in His hands.
With grace sufficient day by day;
Through good or ill He gently leads, If
we but let Him have His way. –Rohrs
“The “what” of our future is
determined by the “Who” of eternity.”
Wishing each of you God’s
blessings in every respect for 2010!

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the World by Equipping
Believers to Reach the Lost with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
MT. ZION’S WATCH NIGHT
SERVICE The Reverend Louis M.
Murphy and the entire Mt. Zion
family invite the community to share
in our joyous Watch Night Service.
Come bring in the New Year with
worshipping and praising the Lord,
fellowship, and spirited gospel choirs.
December 31st, at 10 p.m. Bring in

the New Year with Undignified
Praise!2 Samuel 6:14, 22
CALLING ALL MIDDLE AND
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
Mt. Zion presents The 2009-2010
Youth Choice Awards. Come join the
jubilant New Year’s Eve celebration
that brings together youth whose
strength and faith is based on the Holy
Word. It will be an evening tailored
for today’s pre-teen and teen-age
groups. We will be featuring gospel

rap, mime, and more. Please join us
on Thursday, December 31st at 10
p.m. at our Youth Chapel. We will be
serving a full breakfast.
ONE-80 TEEN SERVICE: For
Middle & High School Students each
2nd and 4th Sunday at 10 a.m. in the
Youth Chapel, 921 20th Street South.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church is located at 955 20th
Street South; Ph.894-4311.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official
staff of Deacons and Trustees, and the
entire congregation of St. Mark,
extends to the community at large, its
wishes that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His son
Jesus Christ.
December Calendar Events
December 31 - Watch Night
Services at St. Mark at 10:00 p.m.
Sunday School is held for both

children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at
9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out
and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday at
6:00 p.m. Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday at 6:30 p.m. Topics of
interest each Monday night.
S u n d a y S c h o o l Te a c h e r s ’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7:00
p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at 9:30
a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
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every Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.
St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Open to all elementary
school age children every Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30
to 6:00 p.m. Homework help and
reading tutors available.
DESTINATION GRADUATION: Wednesdays-6:30p.m.-7:30
p.m. for Middle and High school
Students: There is tutorial assistance
for Math and Senior Focus for all
High School Seniors (FCAT,
ACT/SAT); assistance with college
applications, essay and financial
aid/scholarships.
St. Mark Technology Lab: The
St. Mark Computer Lab will be open
and available for classes for elementary students on Monday (6-8:00
p.m.), Tuesday and Thursday (5-6:00
p.m.) and Wednesday (5-6:00 p.m.
and 6:30-7:30 p.m.) evenings.

Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on Monday of each week.
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Family Celebration

(l-r, back row) Wayne Burnett, Barbara Burnett, Ray Helen, Freddie Burnett, Green Burnett
(l-r, front row) Hattie Burnett, Ethel Johnson, Mary Burnett

ST. PETERSBURG - The family of The
Weekly Challenger had a recent get together
that was well attended by family members
from both far and near. The theme of our celebration was, Let us Break Bread Together As A
Loving Family. There was plenty of great food
and drinks and the loving pitter-patter of our
children was a joyful blessing.
This was their family prayer:
Our Father in the heavens Jehovah, let your
name be sanctified above all other names. Let
your kingdom come let your will be done on
earth as in Heaven. We bend our knees, and
bow our heads to the Father whom all families
in heaven and on the earth owes its name.
Father we thank you in the name of Jesus, for
the privilege of coming together as a loving
family once again to break bread in your name.
Please forgive us of our sins, and the many
ways that we fall short of your righteous
requirements. In Jesus’ name, teach us to be
forgiving of others for sins and shortcomings.
Bind Satan when he comes to hinder with the
many temptations and deceptions, but deliver
us from this wicked system into God’s glorious

kingdom under the administration of Jesus
Christ. Where sickness and sorrow will be no
more, neither will mourning nor out cry of pain
be anymore, he will wipe out every tear from
our eyes, and death will be no more. Crime,
violence, hunger, homelessness, wars, and
reports of wars, will be things of the past.
Our children will run and play without
fear; the wolf and the lamb will feed and lie
down together, and the lion will eat straw just
like the bull; and a suckling young child will
play upon the hole of a cobra, and a weaned
young child will put his own hand upon the
aperture of a poisonous snake without any
cause for fear.
Our loved ones; mothers, fathers, sisters,
brothers, relatives, and friends will be raised
from death into a clean and happy new earth
of peace and security where justice, righteousness, and love will be the rule of Law. All
will see God’s will being done on earth as it is
in the heavens.
Scripture References: Matthew 6: 9-13;
Ephesians 3:14; Revelation 21:1, 3, 4; Isaiah
65:17, 20, 22, 24, 25; Isaiah 11:5-9; John 5:28, 29.

